
Media Ownership; and diversity
The FCC is probably going to decide on June 2 to allow individual mediacompanies
to own more media outlets.  According to an article by Molly
Ivins (Rapid City Journal, 6/1/2003), FCC staffers frequently accept
junkets paid by media companies, including 98 trips to London.  To LONDON!
This is unacceptable for an agency that is supposed to be representing the
CITIZENS, and not the MEDIA.  They are supposed to be REGULATING the
media, not serving it.  The FCC has turned in to a "captive
agency"Â…Â….captured by the industry that it is supposed to regulate.

The 3 largest phone companies control 83% of home telephone lines, and 5
cable companies control 74% of the cable connections nationwide.  Fewer
and fewer radio and television stations are owned and operated by local
companies.  The information we receive is being controlled by a group of
people that is growing smaller and smaller.

Please, do what you can to LIMIT the ownership of multiple media outlets
by individual media companiesÂ…..not INCREASE it.  And, remind the FCC that
they represent the CITIZENS, not the MEDIA COMPANIES.
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